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Attendees:

IMB – 
Gary Brand, George Breazeale, Sharon Woudenberg, Carol Alerich, Mark Rubey, Tom Frieswyck, Pat Miles, Larry Royer, Charles Washington, Rich Teck, Carl Bylin, Harvey Berenberg, Kevin Dobelbower, Dave Latelle (Notetaker), Andre B., Geetha Sendhil (Notetaker)

RSB – 
Mike Hoppus, Ron McRoberts, Ron Tymcio, Rachel Reimann, Jule Caylor, Warren Cohen, Bill Cooke, James Ellenwood, Mark Finco, Eileen Helmer, Kevin Megown, Ken Winterberger

Issues:

Remote Sensing – IM Band

1. If the RSB recommends a pixel-based phase I methodology how will it be implemented operationally?  Further, if we support locally based phase I products, how do we crosswalk those regional products to a nationally consistent map?  Or do we care?  Do not care right now.
2. Will the pixel-based products be maintained at the regions or in some national clearinghouse or both?  

IM Band (D-team) - Remote Sensing

1. Census water

2. There are not national standards that can be used for the short term.  All regions can use any stratification now and in the future.  Can there be a national standard?

3. What are the sources of P1?

4. What is a good resolution to perform calculations for National Forests going across regions?

5. Linking stratification to P2 data collection over time.

Notes:

Census Water

· For census water, USGS will be able to provide, nationally, a vector map to use.

· There are definitions for inland census, marine census, and coastland census.  Need these definitions to classify census water.

· Can GIS give you accurate census water coverage?  Yes.

· Now the definition of census water is more precise.

· Issue of how to use census water data needs to be addressed by Stats Band.

· For North Central: total land area + census water is used for expansion factor.

National stratification

· Stratification may be based on % forest cover but does not easily collapse into forest or non-forest.  Tying the hands of FIA on how to stratify.  Going across regional/state boundaries is difficult if stratification cannot be collapsed.

· Estimates user gets using national stratification maybe different than using state/region specific.

· There’s no reason you can’t estimate many strata.  You can use the existing stratification to combine over states.

· How do you summarize stratification if strata cut across counties?  Could use estimation units to solve this.

· Meaningful descriptions of the methods being used.  

Pixel-based Phase I Methodology

· More interested in having stratification layers in our region than crosswalk the regional with the national.

· For NIMS, estimation units could be setup any way a user wants.  It is time consuming to setup small estimation units (i.e., hexagon) but it can be done.

· With phase 1 data, it might be easier later on to setup estimation units.

· Boundary issues with hexagons crossing boundaries.

· In stratified estimation, there are 2 steps.  1 – create strata, 2 – classify the strata.(??)

Follow-up Items:

· Start looking at clearing houses to get data.  Geography Network.

· If there are any data layers we create, then we need a place to put that.

· Be careful of accepting data that is the lowest common denominator.

· Store metadata to recreate an event.

· RSB – Standardized descriptions with metadata would help.

· IMB – How do you want to deal with stratification issues?  Ultimately at pixel level.
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