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Attendees: 

IM – 
Larry Royer, George Breazeale, Rich Teck, Andre Beasley, Charles Washington, Gary Brand, Tom Frieswyck, Harvey Berenberg, Sharon Woudenberg, Kevin Dobelbower, Carl Bylin, Mark Rubey, Dave Latelle, Carol Alerich, Geetha Sendhil (Notetaker), Pat Miles

DAB – 
Bill Burkman, Barbara Conkling, Dave Heinzen, Barbara Knight, Dave Alerich, Kevin Casey, Bill Dunning, Vince Few, Collenn Keyes, Ray Koleser, Bob Rhoads, Larry Thompson

Issues:

DAB issues for IM:
1. Field data collection efficiency and effectiveness – eliminate redundant measures.

Notes:

Species Code

· On-going issue.

· Currently using a 3-digit code using genus and species code.

· When analysis band changed some of the codes, it did not work for the field staff.

· Maybe just be FCDC compliant??

· Proposal from DAB is to use a 4-digit code by adding a zero at the end of the code.

· There are issues with tropical trees and some in PNW.  There is a carry over of 20-30 codes.  Don’t know how to handle tropical trees.

· From a field perspective, it is better to keep the codes.

· PNW is going to do Hawaii.  Other regions will be Virgin Islands, Puerto Rico, Florida Keys, etc.

· One proposal was to have the plants code on the help screen for the field crews to use and learn the codes.

· Any adjustments need to be done to past data sets.  The implication of changing the codes is far greater than just the field crews.

· If we can avoid changing the codes, that would be better.  But there needs to be accommodation for 1400 species codes and now there is only a 3-digit code.

· Trainers and Quality Control staff are the people that stay the longest.  There is a higher turnover in field crews so new crews would have to change learn the codes anyway.

· Changing all the existing codes to new codes will be very difficult to manage.

· Alpha characters in the field are not easy to work with.  Need to write the manual with the crosscheck.

· Maybe as a stopgap, leave all the PDRs alone and then use reference table to generate a plant code list.

· Probably only 10-15 trees that cause problems.  If we maintain a list of different tree names, then that would be OK.

· Three alternatives:

· Use old numeric codes with new species in plant codes.

· Old numeric codes with new species numbered 1000+

· Go to all plants codes. This involves the most changes.

· Once you add more species, may create the need for new forest types.

· Need to know what stocking equation, what group to put them in, what forest type, etc.

· Need volume equations, bio-mass equations, site index.

Follow-up Items:

· Update glossary terms/definitions.   (Barb Knight is tasked with this for DAB).
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