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Attendees: 

IMB – 
Gary Brand, George Breazeale, Sharon Woudenberg, Carol Alerich, Mark Rubey, Tom Frieswyck, Pat Miles, Larry Royer, Charles Washington, Rich Teck, Carl Bylin, Harvey Berenberg, Kevin Dobelbower, Dave Latelle (Notetaker), Andre B., Geetha Sendhil (Notetaker)

AB – 
Weihuan Xu, Renee O’Brien, Sally Campbell, Ray Sheffield, Tom Wardle, Joey Gallion, John Vissage, Dave Azuma, Will McWilliams, Burt Mead, Tom Schmidt, Eric Wharton

Issues:

IM issues for AB:

1. Reporting growth, removals, and mortality after only 3 years of annual inventory data is questionable.  

a. Sampling errors will be very large.  Shouldn’t we wait until the inventory cycle is completed?  This is especially true for this first annual inventory cycle since some FIA units are only collecting change data on a subset of the plots and/or a subset of the subplots.

2. Reporting denied and hazardous area in Table 1 results in lower estimates of area for other land classes. Reported timberland area should be the same in all tables.

a. It appears that the Analysis Band wants us to generate area estimates for table 1 using all plots (including denied or hazardous plots). 

b. It appears that they want us to exclude denied and hazardous plots when we generate area estimates for all of the other tables. 

c. Would it make more sense to just report the number of plots rather than the acres for table 1?

3. Do we match census land or census land and water? Need to revisit Mgmt Teams decision on area control.

AB issues for IM:

1. We would like to know more about the terminology effort that Carl Bylin (IM) is working on.  Bill van Hees has started an AB terminology that will apply to terms we use in the core tables and 5-year report, but many of the existing sets of terms are for periodic. We need an update of who is adding or has added "annual design" terms. We don't think this is just an issue for IM/AB, but needs to be addressed with everyone.
2. #2  --  How will data from panels be accumulated?  Moving average?  Let’s discuss.

3. #3  --  When does P3 kick in—year 5 or 100%?

4. #4  --  Since P3 stuff isn’t cranked by IM, how would their tables get in FIAdb or NIMS?

5. #1  --  5-year reporting:

· Contents

· CORE Tables (NATIONAL32+)

· Components of change questions

· Terminology

6. Chuck’s BIN items for remeasurement—any follow-up?

7. Variability in mapping condition boundaries—SB issue paper, Mark Hansen

More Issues:

· P3 data release

· Timeliness of data availability

· Change in definitions: how will DAB handle this for AB?

· Mapping subplot and below.

· Growth modeling – how to project data

· (SW) Is there any collaboration going on between FVS and??

· Northeast is doing something

· South is working on it

· Is national system going to do projections?

· These kinds of developments should be regional

· INDY 9/10

Notes:

P3 Soils data

· How do we get to the data?  

· What happens to it?  

· Who does formatting?  

· The MESS has P3 data right now but it’s hard to get at.  

· At some time, there should be no difference between P2 & P3.  

· Get data into the same format as soon as you can.

· If variables help the state, then use them.  Don’t need to use variables that are not important to that state.  Are Indicator Advisors (IA) going to complain about variables not included in 5-year reports?

· If IA tells us what reports are needed, and then they should be satisfied.

· It is an auxiliary source of data.

· Who is doing the QC for P3?  Is it the IA?

· It is up to the IA to say what scale to use data.

· NIMS will be setup to handle P3 data.

· Is every P3 variable captured in the annual report to Congress?  Some are fairly new.

· NIMS needs to feed in P3 data into FIAdb.

· NIMS will eventually have P1, P2 & P3 data.

· The only reason FIAdb would stay around is to use for historical purposes.

· Views will be generated in NIMS like in MESS now.

· Need to gather information about how AB wants to view the data.

#3  -- When does P3 kick in—year 5 or 100%?

· FIAdb had to meet RPA requirements.  RMRS needs - Some NFS customers want P2 add-on variables and they don’t want P3.

· But national needs should precede regional needs.

· Eventually, won’t need MESS any more.  

· NIMS needs FIAdb to feed it data but eventually FIAdb will go away.

· 1st priority of NIMS is to populate FIAdb.  

· IM Band has talked about forming a data distribution group.

Reporting

· Do we match census land or census land and water? Need to revisit Mgmt Teams decision on area control.

· Alaska has partial or out of unit plots.  Don’t expand that as a full plot and the expansion factors are not based on full plots.  Do areas include chunks of water?

· Census water estimates includes water in the ocean.  Some water, no-one knows what it is.

· AB – it is not a problem, but would prefer forestland.  The census numbers change.  

· Alaska has considerable census water.  No way to pull inland waters out of the area.  

· There is supposed to be a map ready by Feb 2002 (Mike Hoppus).

· In (FIAdb) Table 1 – acreage table, it has non-forest broken down in various categories so, cannot add # of plots.  Should collapse it to non-forest.  AB wants to use # of plots instead of acreage.

· Total area forestland would stay the same in all the tables.

· AB – Our charge is to report on the acres in the state and the nation.

· Table 2 – make it a timberland table instead of forestland table.

· When is growth/mortality reported?  In year 1?

· Some states don’t have enough money to intensify. This affects the data they get.

Follow-up Items:

· Renee – Send out documents??

· Need a Stats Band recommendation on ---?

· How do you deal with plots and subplots that fall out of water?

· Need an urban factor code as urban areas start to expand more.

· AB wants IM to handle hazardous plots as denied access?
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