IMB conference call – Thursday 07/27/2006

Note Taker – west side NRS
Participants:

Carol Alerich

Brian Blom

Gary Brand

George Breazeale

Renate Bush

Glenn Christensen

Barb Conkling

Ali Conner

Tom Frieswyk

Chuck Liff

Bryan Lanier

Kevin Nimerfro

Mark Rubey

Rich Tech

John Vissage

Ty Wilson

Sharon Woudenberg

Agenda:

New Change proposals/pre-proposals:

Crew Number   Due 8/16

This will be populated and maintained by each unit.
George feels the proposal should address better names (e.g. crew_member_number), database structures, and maybe other information about the kind of organization the crew member belongs to. IMB agrees that the attribute is crew member number. Is dash needed? Mark believes the dash is not part of the field but is not sure. How are contractors dealt with? How many crew members are allowed per plot? Are 4 digits enough? Clarification needed on which chapter of the field guide this belongs in. Is type of crew needed – Forest Service, state, private etc. Maybe we should develop a structure that handles a variety of situations that can become core optional depending on the needs of the regions. IMB recommends rejection because the proposal is not complete and this is not a mission critical item.
Crew Type    Due 8/16

Proposal has been revised to also include other indicators. All production plots are covered. Is it important to cover this from a QA perspective? From an IM view this proposal is fine. Approved.
GPS  pre-proposal

Send comments to Chuck.
Landuse  pre-propoal

Send comments to Chuck. Doesn’t this mean that there will be multiple nonforest conditions?

Soil  pre-proposal

Send comments to Chuck.
West Texas Species  pre-proposal

Send comments to Chuck. Add a decimal point to field guide start value.
P2 Veg -   update

Chuck will follow up with management team to see if it is supposed to go forward. Mark mentioned that if it goes forward we should look at invasives for guidance and additional variables needed.  
M-Team decisions on Change Proposals & IMB impacts:
Program managers concerned about the many large change proposals looming for field guide version 4.0. IM will not be able to address them until fall.
Change proposal review: http://socrates.lv-hrc.nevada.edu/fia/jct/current_change_proposals.htm
Keeping everything in synch and everyone informed and all systems updated:
Sharon is concerned that applications being developed by regions may not be known by others. We might need a posting place for these and a mechanism for making fixes and improvements. This might also move things into NIMS more quickly. Set up a call for those interested in learning specifically about the core reporting application. John Vissage will send out the core reporting application. 
Snapshot meeting 

Pat Miles said that the snapshots are a temporary fix that should be replaced by the estimation engine. Once the estimation engine is in place, evaluate the engine to see if it handles all situations currently handled by the snapshots. There are critical needs met by the snapshots so it is important to evaluate the estimation engine before dropping the snapshots.
Liaison reports

Mark Rubey DAB. There will be a fall meeting in Flagstaff, Sept. 11.
Nothing from the SB.

AB discussed the science symposium this fall. Volume definition task team was also discussed.

FIADB change process.  Who approves?  Moving forward to 3.0 & 4.0

Barb did a great job with the FIADB change document. 
Probably need to include entire IMB (also AB and SB) in final decisions to add, delete, or change variables. Include this for the next version.
FIADB documentation update

Pretty much done for P2 – some clean up needed. Some work still being done with ozone. Barb asked if it was okay to add ozone background information. Okay to do so. Additional items go into the bin for next version. 
Werewolf update

This is on hold now for 6 months. Resources directed to solving regional issues on how to get data from PDR to NIMS and solving tracking issues.
Web services update – Ty

Chuck, check to see if Ty could do a demo of the replacement for MapMaker? Will all of existing services be handled (e.g. downloads, FVS files)? What about enhancements for P3 indicator information distribution? 
Ty has been spending time on BGS-related tasks (Northern atlas, map-based estimation, and consistent regional stratification). Web services, web client, and estimation engine are coming along well. Estimation engine speed has been improved with release 1 coming out soon. The FIA Information Delivery Architecture (FIDA) is being used in the PNW data quality tool, “Forests on the Edge” web application. Wim will train UNLV staff on using FIDA in September.
NIMS Navigator redesign – Kevin

Wim Ibes has written a development tool to transform and view XML data.  Brian Pankey, Susan Hua, and Kevin Nimerfro will use it as one of their primary development tools.  The project will be on hold for a couple of weeks: Brian is on vacation, Susan is moving to San Francisco, and Wim is finishing up other projects. 

Programmer's meeting/developer's group/dealing with new technologies  
http://www.learningtree.com/courses/577.htm?q=building+xml&ident=&srp=6
Chuck is working with Jim Pollard on the budget. Once the budget is finalized we will know if there is money to fund a training session. Regardless, Wim will provide training for web services development.
ISO

There have been productive conference calls. The target is to start … toward the end of September.
FS Apps IPv6 Inventory data call: how to reply? 
Chuck hopes that existing work with ISO/IRM will satisfy these needs.
Metadata proposal - Brian Pankey 

Brian is on vacation and this will be put on hold until September.
Team reports 
The PDR configuration has been pushed back because of its complexity. It will be replaced by a national configuration.
The Dteam is working on getting NIMS 3.0 out in September.

Next Call 

August 21 at 1 PM EDT (this is a Monday).
Need to have the official shape files for Congressional Districts, EMAP hexagons, ecological subsections.
Brian Cordova and Charles Washington will fix discrepancies between identical columns that are in different tables as part of the work for NIMS 3.0.
