Information Management Band Conference Call

Date: 1/10/2006

Time: 11:30 AM PDT/12:30 PM MDT/1:30 PM CDT/2:30 PM EDT

Note Taker: NCRS

Participants:

NE - Tom Frieswyk, Carol Alerich

SRS – Dave Polak, Larry Royer
RTP -  Barb Conkling
NC – Pat Miles, Gary Brand

RMRS - Chuck Liff, Sharon Woudenberg, Mark Rubey

Fort Collins - Bryan Blom

PNW – George Breazeale

Las Vegas - Charles Washingtion, Brian Pankey

Agenda:

Action items are highlighted.
Change proposals:

Forest type (Sharon)

Chuck suggests an IM person from NCRS, SRS, PNWRS look at the proposal by Feb 6 and if there are no objections he will send it on. 

Broken top (Carol) Is it ready to submit?

It is ready to be put into the system. However, Carol would like to flesh it out so the NE regional attribute could be dropped. This would require modifying the attribute to record a live intact top (valid only on a live tree), dead intact top, and missing top. Chuck will send in the pre-proposal as a concept with details to follow if Carol can’t modify it by Jan. 12. The name will be changed to top status.

Liaison reports

No liaisons to IMB present.

Mark Rubey to DAB. 

A call is coming up in the next week or two. There is nothing new to report.

Carol Alerich to stat band. 

Mark Hansen asked that procedures to compute population estimates, SE, and variances be tested.

Chuck to analysis band. 

A meeting is coming up to discuss near misses: such as P2 veg lite, P2 DWM lite,  invasive species, tree grade, tree class, and volume variable definitions.
FIADB User's Guide  

Changes in FIADB

We will keep user guide document version linked to field guide number. In general, we will present only field guide 2.0 variables in this version of the user guide. We need to revise chapter 4 (how to compute estimates). The decision was to post the best version without revised chapter 4 and then add chapter 4 when it is ready. Another version will be released when Mark Hansen is ready with Chapter 4 at which time any additional fixes can be made (e.g. DESIGNCD codes and meanings added). The next release after that will be version 3. Chuck will contact Mark Hansen for an estimate of when he expects to be done. It seems like a published copy might be good again, maybe version 3. There are many issues regarding authorship for a published document. Possibilities included chapter authorship, acknowledgement list, editor, FIA program, etc. Need publication requirements. Pat will look into the requirements for a web publication. 

Aside: a snapshot database has been created that holds the data for a specific inventory (e.g. 2004) this may include subcycles from two different cycles (e.g. subcycles 2-4 from cycle A and subcycle 1 from cycle b). The goal might be to eliminate the snapshot database. Gary and Pat will brainstorm about how to include periodic inventories in PPSA and EUS. The PPSA/EUS redesign will be discussed at the Jan. D-team meeting.

Barb will compile change pages for new variables and changes in codes. Future versions will have complete change pages.

Barb will create a PDF version and send to Pat for posting. Pat will send a paragraph to Barb to start chapter 4 which states where chapter 4 will not work.
Pat will look into documenting RPA shape files.
Change in e-mail program (MS Outlook).  Concerns/comments/etc.

Chuck will set up a team room posting to compile requirements and functionality required by the new e-mail program/system.

ISO performance metrics: 

These are posted on the team room. Send comments to Chuck by COB Jan 11. Chuck and Sharon will compile and send to John Calvert. The current metrics are very weak and not customer focused. Customer needs are timely and correct responses to their problems, plus, reducing the number of problems users encounter.

Wim's visit toUNLV. Anyone else interested?

Wim will share web services knowledge Feb 9 &10. PDR team will send a rep. FSVEG might be interested. Chuck will see if he can get an agenda from Wim.

NERS/NCRS merger update

Team reports

D-team – Larry. A meeting is planned for Jan 23. Items to be covered include EUS/PPSA redesign, the data warehouse, the new design using single tables to include regional rows and columns.
PDR – George. There was a Dec. meeting to plan for next build (to be released in about 6 months) and work on team processes. Another meeting to be held during the week of Jan. 23 will work on the components of the next build. 
Aside: George will be attending some meetings about the Portland data center. There may be some issues that will need discussion with IMB.

Next call

Feb. 14 at 11:30 AM PDT/12:30 PM MDT/1:30 PM CDT/2:30 PM EDT.
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