Cycle/Subcycle, Repaneling discussion

Concern has been expressed that Cycle and Subcycle do not adequately describe or accomodate the situations encountered under the annual inventory system.  A discussion of options went on between Chuck Liff, Larry Royer, Mark Rubey, Bryan Lanier and Sharon Woudenberg on Sept. 15, 1004.  Following are some sideboards and ideas that flowed from that meeting.

1. Cycle is still a useful attribute and can be used for the field (used as part of unique identifier when plots downloaded), the database, and at least one possible FIA data mart (the traditional Mapmaker-type mart).

2. Subcycle, however, should probably be dropped.

3. The concept of Panel is still useful. However, we should change from a system of five Panel with various numbers of Subpanels to a 70 Panel system.

4. Therefore, the attribute Subpanel should probably also be dropped.

5. The timeframe for P3 plot data collection must be synchronized with P2 plot data collection.  WE CANNOT HAVE TWO DIFFERENT DRUMMERS.

6. The minimum amount of data that would be plunked into any data mart would be 1/70th of the total number of plots in a state (1 Panel on the 70 Panel system).

7. The maximum amount of time that 70 Panels can be collected over is 10 years.  If additional “slippage” occurs, the FIA Management team must determine a way to redistribute funds to slow down some units while speeding up other units so that NO UNIT FALLS BEHIND.  We have had the “No plot left behind” mantra and we need to add the “No unit left behind” mantra as well.

8. Two attributes need to be added to NIMS-CS (compilation system) in order to properly manage the plots in terms of what is sent to the field and what is distributed to various data marts.  One is a “Current_flag” variable that is set to either 0 or 1.  The plot is either a part of the “current” inventory or it is not.   Current data can be placed into a Current State estimate data mart.  The other new attribute is an “Annual_id” that is numbered monotonically through time as panels of plots are measured.  Each set of annual data can then be placed in an Annual data mart for whichever users want to look each year’s data and make comparisons. 

9. The accompanying spreadsheet mentions a “conveyor belt”.  This refers to the method of dropping off plots taken during the previous inventory that are now being remeasured.  One thing to note is that there will essentially be 50 conveyor belts - - one for each State (well, and more as we inventory the various US territories).

