FIA IM Band

Conference Call Notes


October 26, 2002


Call Participants:

George Breazeale

Tom Frieswyck 

Mark Rubey

Gary Brand

Carl Bylin

Larry Royer

Chuck Liff

Kevin Dobelbower

Lisa Mahal

Rich Tech

Jeff Turner

Sharon Wouldenberg

Next Conference call:  December 10, 2002

Action items: Highlighted
Discussion Items:

Glossary – Carl Bylin

  George stated that the Management team (via Dennis May) inquired how the glossary became an IM issue.  It is partly due to Carl being the coordinator and that eventually NIMS will include the glossary.   Carl explained the purpose of the glossary is to have a National glossary for use with the national activities of FIA.  Regional terms (i.e. root rot) may be included later but for now, we need to concentrate on the current definitions.    Each station was asked the status of their assignment and there were concern with several definitions with the RM station (Sharon) having the most concerns.  It was decide that each station will work with Carl to write up the problem definitions with a deadline of Nov 22.  Carl’s goal is to have an acceptable glossary before the Joint band meeting in Feb., 2003.  Carl will keep George update on the progress.  

  George discuss ‘what is the process if none of the band can agree on the definition?’  Will a committee be form to resolve them?  Will it be up to the management team?  Up to the band leaders?  George will bring this issue up during the next band leaders’ conference call. 

Species list proposal – Sharon Woudenberg

  Sharon express concern that there was not a ‘final’ list of which species were added and which one were deleted.  She suggested that a ‘final’ species list be in the change proposal document.  She suggested that Barbara O’Connell should create the final proposal but later it was decided that the author should be responsible.  It would be helpful if the added and dropped species were highlighted/color coded.  Currently, the latest version in the change proposal has deleted terms crossed out but this does not reflect the management team decision of have them to be core-optional. George will follow up on this at the band leaders’ conference call.

  Jeff will send out the ‘final’ species list that is in the version 2.0 field manual (appendix) to the IM band.    There were discussions on the core and core-optional designation and its problems.  Management team has decided to not delete any species and make these core-optional.

Cull – change proposal

  Sharon brought up the fact that the ‘rough cull’ definition tend to related to sawtimber size trees.  Since rough cull in the Rocky Mountain region don’t get assign any volume thus there are many trees (pole timber size) that have zero cubic foot volume. Jeff explained that the previous field manual had only form in the definition of rough cull.  Then it was change to have only sound dead in the definition.  Now, the definition has both form and sound dead in version 2.0 of the field manual.  

Site tree proposal

  George decided to scrape this discussion.  He will contact the author and give a report to the IM band.

FSVeg – Report of meeting in Odgen – Rich Tech

  Rich sent a summary of this meeting to all IM band members.  He reported on the highlights of this meeting.  George asked if he needed to reply to questions to PNW that were brought up in this meeting.  Rich said yes so PNW (George) and others will answer the questions. 

Subteam reports:

  D-team – Chuck Liff – They had a good meeting last week and are working the core and core-optional variables.  Now are progressing toward the regional add on, coefficients, and calculations.

  DDT – Gary Brand – Pat Miles is working on the new FIADB and its future interface with NIMS.

  PDR – Lisa Mahal – She sent out the status of the PDR team to all IM band members.  They are currently having North Central evaluation and working to get all 5 station involve.  The PDR team is planning to meet with the d-team in St. Paul.

D-team meeting in St. Paul – Chuck Liff

  The d-team will focus on the structures of v 1.6 of FIADB versa NIMS.  FIADB is to mirror NIMS.  They will be discussing these items:  updating procedures, where is the database to be located, and maintenance of the system.  A meeting with the PDR team will also be held.
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