Information Management Band
Conference Call--June 4, 1999
Summary of items requested from other bands:


For the Data Acquisition Band:  Need to put slope and aspect at the condition, rather than on the subplot.

For the Compilation/Analysis Band:  Request that treatment opportunity be deleted; may need to include any RPA analysis considerations in this request.  Also, need algorithm to calculate growing stock for data collected under the national core to make compatible with historical information (that included growing stock).
Time:  1:00 pm EDT - 2:30

Agenda:
1.  Welcome State Forester representatives

2.  Check in and discuss agenda for call

3.  National data base--how do we get this completed

4.  Status of algorithm development--how to speed along

5.  Glossary:  How do we proceed?

6.  Code definitions--what, if anything to do?

7.  Topics of interest from regions

A top priority for the IMB is the completion of the national data base.  Most of the conference call time was spent on revising the national data base.

National data base
Now that the national core field guide is considered complete, at least for the first version, we can now complete the national presentation data base.  Again, it should be noted that the design of the National data base is strictly a "presentation" scheme, not an operational one.  Gary Brand led the review of the current draft.

Changes for PLOT table to conform to the national core field guide:

1.  Add horizontal distance to road


2.  Add trails or road code (type)


3.  Add code for recreation use


4.  Add public use restrictions (2 variables)


5.  Water on plot

Add panel number (subcycle) on all tables.

Changes for COND table:

1.  Add stand origin


2.  Add stand species origin


3.  Modify owner group codes to conform to codes in national core


4.  Modify owner class codes to conform


5.  Add disturbance items (three each:  type of disturbance, and year)


6.  Add 3 treatments; expand codes under category 10


7.  Add physigraphic class


8.  Add past nonforest/inaccessible land use


9.  Add present nonforest/inaccessible land use

Treatment opportunity class variable:  Ask the Compilation/Analysis Band to delete this; need to include any RPA analysis considerations in this request.

Add SUBPLOT table and include slope and aspect.  Note:  Ask Data Acquisition Band to put slope and aspect at the condition.
Changes for the TREE table:

1.  Make tree status codes consistent with national core field guide.


2.  Add percent rotten/missing cull.


3.  Change crown ratio so that it is expressed as a percent.


4.  Add damage variables, as in the national core.


5.  Retain (as core optional) AGENT1CD, AGENT2CD, AGENT3CD.


6.  Retain tree class, tree grade, as optional variables, at least.  Also, need algorithm to calculate growing stock to make compatible with historical information.

Develop separate SEEDLINGCOUNT table that includes all the items listed for the national core.  We now have the following 7 tables in the national presentation data base:


SURVEY


COUNTY


PLOT


SUBPLOT


COND


TREE


SEEDLINGCOUNT

Round Robin--Several items were mentioned by various members.  Chuck indicated that a session would be held in Las Vegas regarding handheld data recorders; representation from the IMB would be welcome.  Of interest also was a version of Oracle Lite that could potentially be used on smaller machines.  SRS continues to work on a compilation system, will be discussing with NC and possibly others.  PNW is using SAS code in conjunction with PL-SQL for compilation.

