Information Management Band Conference Call

Date: 4/18/2005

Time: 11:30 AM  PDT/12:30 PM MDT/1:30 PM CDT/2:30 PM EDT

Note Taker: NCRS

Participants:
NE - Tom Frieswyk

SRS - Ali Conner, Larry Royer

NC – Barb Knight, Gary Brand, Ty Wilson, Scott Pugh
RMRS Chuck Liff, Sharon Woudenberg, Mark Rubey, Ron Tymcio
Fort Collins= Gary Boyack, Bryan Blom

PNW – Lisa Mahal
Liasons

DAB = Bill Dunning, Bert Mead

SB = Bill Bechold

RSB = Dale Weyerman
Agenda:
Action items are highlighted.
Liaison Reports
DAB
Bill Dunning said that Field Guide Section 8 proposed modifications (04_22_2004_nonforest_section8) was discussed. The DAB hopes that field crews will only need to fill in the points visited attribute with sample method auto filled. The assumption is that denied access plots are field visited with 1 point visited. They would also like to see subplot center conditions auto filled for subplots 2, 3, and 4 with the condition at subplot 1. If subplots 2, 3, and 4 have different center conditions, then the crew could change them. They are also working on the wording of the woodland stem proposal.
Barb Knight also asked for clarification on whether IM agreed to notes on all screens/tables. Both PDR-team and D-team are moving forward with implementing this. Barb suggested including language at the beginning of the field guide that notes were valid on all screens.
AB

The analysis band is continuing to document volume equations and how algorithms are implemented in the compilation system. D-team contacts have been identified for most of the algorithms.
RSB
Ron Tymcio reported that the remote sensing is working on geospatial/cartographic standards. Gary Boyak mentioned that there is a LIDAR workshop May 17-18.
Lisa Mahal said that a function is needed for the PDR that compares an entered location with the downloaded location to assess the entered location’s accuracy. Can the RSB work with the PDR on developing the function?
SB

Bill Bechtold reported that the statistics band has reorganized the estimation team to provide oversight for the Estimation Coop and to review progress reports from the Coop. The band also discussed the lichen and soil scheduling proposal and is discussing concerns that changing the schedule might negatively impact the ability to analyze change. The tree location proposal has been withdrawn until it can be re-worked.
Change pre-proposals:

Chuck will talk with Barb O’Connell about how to get these pre-proposals into the change system.
Woodland stems:
A major benefit of incorporating the change is that it allows the PDR to calculate DRC. Work still needed on wording for the field guide with target version 3. A question was raised about the need for natural keys in the database tables. This will be evaluated when the proposal is implemented.
Approved

04_01_2005_GPS_Lat_Long_FINAL 

Allows separate fields for deg, min, sec to facilitate verification.
Approved

Lost_Replacement_Plot_Change_Proposal_FINAL
The primary advantage is that the crew doesn’t need to contact the office for a new number. Once the new plot gets to the office, a new number replaces the original. Uniqueness is enforced by including sample kind in the unique key. The data band wants to eliminate the amount of work needed to reconcile data from the lost plot. Ideally require the crew to only enter the plot attributes of plot status and nonsampled reason.
The replacement plot number (new one) gets populated in the office.
It appears that this approach will cause problems with the NIMS-CS front end and also overloads plot number.
An aside mentioned in the change proposal is that QA status is part of the unique key in the PDR application. This prohibits QA status from being core optional.
Defer until Lisa Mahal, Scott Pugh, Larry Royer, Kevin Nimerfro can discuss alternatives and impacts on PDR, NIMS-CS, and data collection.
04_06_2005_GPS_Datum_FINAL
Adds to the field guide an explicit determination of the datum used.

Some questions were raised as to whether it was really needed because there is usually only one datum used throughout a region. It could be useful in regions where there is a transition from one datum to another. It also makes field crews aware of the datum they are using.
Approved with recommendation to use values (e.g. NAD83) not codes

Standardizing data provided for FIADB (Barb Knight).

1. Notes field in the Survey table lacks standardization. Comas in these files cause problems for use of CSV downloads. Also, there is not a standard way to report years, cycle, and subcycle or % complete by cycle. The first word in the notes should be annual or periodic.
2. How date and time stamps are applied to such fields as created in and created by needs to be more consistent.
Need to look at ways to format date fields irrespective of Oracle settings.
Carol suggested adding additional attributes to the survey table and reducing what goes into the notes.

Barb will formalize what is needed and present on the next call.
New CR team room:  Eugene Paik would like any comments band members care to make regarding the new change request team room.
FIA/ISO update

Meeting will be held in St. Paul, June 7-8. Briefing materials developed at NC will be circulated for review and modification by other regions.
Team reports: 
DDT:
Web services: Wim is in Phoenix this week to present web services at the FS Geospatial meeting. Development is track for completion by the end of FY05.

Client interface: Ray Kepulis hired at the end of March. He is working on style sheets to transform XML into user interfaces and HTML or PDF tables.

Estimation engine: Wim, Mark Hansen, and Ty meet regularly with the U of MN to implement the SB procedures in a way that works seamlessly with FIADB. Estimates and standard errors can be computed using the EUS and PPSA tables. The next step is to generalize the estimator so that it can handle categorical domains, enumerations, and ranges of continuous variables.
D-team: Larry reported that the D-team meeting next week in lv

PDR-team: Validations are being implemented in e-plot.
Next conference call: Monday May 16 11:30 AM  PDT/12:30 PM MDT/1:30 PM CDT/2:30 PM EDT.
Next IMB meeting: October 2005 suggested with focus of data warehouse and/or sample design configuration. Send Chuck other suggestions for issues to discuss and meeting locations.
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