FIA Information Management Band Conference Call Notes 3/18/2003

Participants:

George Breazeale, PNW

Mark Rubey, RM

Pat Miles, NC


Scott Pugh, NC

Gary Brand, NC


David Alerich, NE

Sharon Woudenberg, RM

Richard Teck, NFS

Carol Alerich, NE


Dave Polak, SRS

Charles Washington, LV

Carl Bylin, SRS

Harvey Berenberg





1) IM Band Webmaster. We need a volunteer that will post items to the band web site as needed. George is assigning this task to Carl Bylin.

2) IM Liaison to the DAB (vacant, Joe Glover retired). I have one nomination (Kevin Dobelbower) Any others? I'd like to make a decision during the call.

Kevin volunteered and George will assign Kevin to this role.

3) Change proposal - Adding biomass variables to FIADB - We discussed this issue at the JBM. Pat, Chuck, others, please review the proposal and come prepared on the 18th to finalize our response. This proposal has been pulled, and therefore, we will not be discussing this proposal on this call.  We can assume that this proposal will come back up and we may discuss it again on our next call.  Sharon W. brought up some problems with the proposal to the sponsors.  The M-Team will be taking up the topic of whether proposal sponsors will be able to take up questions from individuals in addition to the Bands.  George will give Pat and Sharon a call to discuss this proposal in more detail at a later time.  Sharon brought up some concerns about how does each unit address top end diameter in regards to biomass calculations? George will check with his PNW analyst and get back to Sharon.  Pat M. asked if we need an appendix for biomass similar to other appendices.  He will send something to George and Sharon.

4) Overall IM plan - The attached document is a result of work by Lisa Mahal with input from Band and Sub-team leaders. I don't want to dive into the details of the document but would like to develop a plan of action to continue the process of developing an overall FIA IM plan.  

George asked for input and there was a resounding silence.  Sharon W. agrees in principle that we need a plan such as this.  George will shelve this for now and will re-package 

5) PDR sub-team leadership update.  

Dave gave an update.  Band has a proposal with San Dimas.  Their estimate came in high.  A meeting is scheduled for April 7th.  They will put together a diagram of the field data recorder application at that meeting.


Oversight management - $150,000 (between now and November)


Training for 10 people in Visual C++ ($100,000 does not include travel)


Development of Program - $200,000

George previously spoke with Andy Gillespie and he told George to take whatever time it takes to get it right.

6) Sub_team updates - Pat, Chuck, Dave

Pat Miles – Data Distribution

Data Distribution Team Meeting scheduled or May 12th or May 19th in Lowell, MA (NE,NC, Carbon on-line estimation group)

Pat will forward message from Linda Heath to the Band.  This message asks a number of questions about how FIA data is organized.  The meeting in Lowell will address many of these questions.  Folks identified going to the meeting include Dennis May, Ty, Scott Pugh, Linda Heath, Chip Scott, Pat Miles, et al.

Charles Washington – NIMS

13th version of application is going out this week.  This should be final version before NIMS Production Version 1 goes out the door.  Right now testing is the focus of the group, looking at volumes. Kurt Campbell is doing an outstanding job.  He is finding problems with config files, with NIMS, and with legacy regional systems.  Other stations are also involved in testing.  Tentative release date of NIMS PROD Version 1 is now looking at the end of April.  

Other Agenda Items

New Terms/Definitions from Carl Bylin. The Stat band proposed new definitions for core variables, etc. and is working with IM band on these.    The glossary is almost done.  Glossary Representative Conference call next week is scheduled to resolve remaining issues.  Should be done by next Band Leaders next conference call.  George asked Carl to send out information about the call to the IM Band mailing list. 

Joint Band Meeting Notes

George asked Charles if the D-Team had any notes from Charleston.  We are supposed to post our notes from the JBM.  George will bundle stuff up and email it to Carl for posting on the web.

Next IM Band Meeting

Is it time to plan for our next meeting?  At this time, George does not think that the time is ripe since we just left Charleston last month?

Any last questions?

Sharon W. asked Pat M. -  “you talked about updating FIADB.  NIMS is at 1.6 of the field guide and FIADB is at 1.4 of the field guide.  What is the status of this?”  Pat has not yet worked on updating the publication to match the agreed upon 1.6 format that came out of the meeting with the D-Team in St. Paul last November.  Pat needs to make sure that everything will work once NIMS starts producing the agreed upon format.  This is a HUGE job.  Chapter 4 and stratification on the fly is going to be a lot of work.  Charles mentioned that Pat should have access to the data in NIMS.  Gary confirmed that Pat has access.  Sharon’s question has to do with the concern that Region 5 will soon want/need PNW-California data as soon as Region 1 has access to the RMRS data.

Sharon, Paul Patterson, and Chuck Liff will be spending some time this week to determine if they have a solution to the P2/P3 inconsistency issue, e.g.   (whether we can handle analysis, compilation, when P2 plots are being taken on a different cycle length than P3 plots).  They might send out an issue paper to George to send out to the other Band members.

Next Conference Call

April 29th. 

