FIA Information Management Band
Conference Call Summary
February 26, 1999

12:00 N - 1:30 pm (ET)

All Stations were represented as follows:  Tom Frieswyk, Carol Alerich (NE); Gary Brand, Pat Miles (NC); Joe Glover, Larry Royer (SRS); Mike Williams (RMRS, Ft. Collins); Shirley Waters (RMRS, Ogden); Larry Bednar (PNW, Portland); Ed Ezzell (PNW, Anchorage); and John Kelly, facilitator (SRS).  For the SRS, Brian Johnston is no longer with the Forest Service, Larry Royer is temporarily filling this position.

The following items were discussed:

National field guide--Reviewed the items requested by the Data Band.  Larry Bednar and others at PNW will provide the requested assistance regarding format review for the guide.  Items that now need to be done include review of proposed code sets, naming conventions, etc.

The need for a comprehensive approach, that includes a survey of data users was discussed.  Possibilities include some mechanism for regular or continuous feedback to FIA staff.  This is an approach that can be explored further.

Common procedures, common algorithms, common outputs--These were identified as a top priority at the meeting last June, and the IM Band needs to help move these needs forward.  All current algorithms should be cataloged, and a common glossary should be developed.  The latter may be adapted from other works, such as the recently published SAF glossary or the Canadian glossary, but this needs to be examined.  Also, a code definition data base should be developed (this would not be part of the field guide).  These items are candidates for the Kansas City agenda.

Outputs also need to be considered at the KC meeting.  A core set of presentation material would include tables and graphical output.  It may be best to develop topics for tables, with each region adding specific information for their areas (something for consideration).  It is important to consider data as a product and careful attention paid to data delivery.

Methodologies for system development--Several members have proposed methodologies for use in system development.  This need would encompass the entire information management system, from data collection to the final data base.  This needs to be discussed at Kansas City.

Data recorders--Although this was determined to be a low priority at the meeting last June, there are questions that need to be addressed regarding a common data recorder program (another agenda item).  Some PLs/PMs recognize the need for a common program.

National data base--Until the national field guide is finalized, the national data base cannot be final.  However, this does need to be accomplished as soon as possible after the field guide is completed.

Role of information management--IM needs to be considered for all proposed changes.  This is something that must be properly understood and received by the FIA (FIM) leadership.

Information Mangement Band
AGENDA
Kansas City, Missouri

March 17, 1999

1.  Develop a catalog of common algorithms

2.  Initiate the development of a common glossary for FIA (FIM)

3.  Develop a code definitions data base

4.  Initiate the development of a core set of presentation material (tables, graphical products)

5.  Discuss and select a system for IM development

6.  Revisit the need for common data recorder program

7.  Define the role of information management for FIA (FIM)

