DDT notes August 06. 2004

I have a few news items to pass along since the last update of 05/24/04:

I made a presentation at the NCRS FIA TAV on the Web Services approach for accessing FIA data and functionality.  The slides that may be of interest can be found here .

The IMB held a strategic planning session in CO at the end of July.  Barbara O'Connell, Brian Cordova, Chuck Liff, Dale Weyermann, David Polak, Dennis May, Larry Royer, Mark Rubey, Richard Teck, Sharon Woudenberg, Thomas Frieswyk, and myself met to develop a list of issues for the IMB meeting in October as well as a discussion of how to better integrate the three IMB teams.  A lot of the talk focused on clearly laying out the flow of data through our IM systems.  We started with the diagram that Lisa Mahal had put together here  and fleshed them out further to reflect our current thinking.  Chuck is working on the official version.  Chuck or I will pass the presentation along when it's complete.  You can find my tier-centric interpretation here .  Three of the major revelations that I got out of the discussion were that 1) NIMS now refers to the entire IM system (not just the processing engine), 2) NIMS needs to include a data warehouse (but currently doesn't), and 3) it's not clear who is the steward of the presentation database (FIADB).  Needless to say, these issues will be discussed in October.

I have drafted a Project Plan for the DDT that can be found here .  Hopefully, this document puts the work that's been and will be done in proper context.

In my last update I mentioned the mid-year funding monies from NCRS that were expected to be available for the DDT effort.  The money has now been transferred over as an extension to the UNLV Co-op.  UNLV has hired a contractor on a 3 month ISP contract to support the DDT.  Wim Ibes will be working 80% time in Saint Paul to develop a Web Services framework.  His scope of work can be found here .  The current scope of work is for building the framework, not the applications that will be built on top of the framework.  Wim will be attending the IMB meeting in October.

On a related note, NCRS has set up a Challenge Cost Share Agreement with Dr. Tom Burk at the University of Minnesota in order to implement the new Statistics Band procedures for computing post-stratified estimates and sampling errors on-the-fly.  The proposal can be found here .  It is hoped that by implementing these algorithms as Java Stored Procedures in Oracle, they will serve as the estimation engine for NIMS as well as for any web applications.  Unfortunately, this project will not likely kick off until 4Q 2004.

I will invite Mike Spinney of the NCASI SOLE project to join the DDT.  SOLE can be found at http://ncasi2.uml.edu.

Finally, given that we are now at a point where we have resource(s) available to actually "build" something, perhaps we should have another teleconference.  Would you all be available for a call in the next couple of weeks?  Please let me know when/if you are NOT available next two weeks and I will try to find the time that works best for everyone.  We could use NetMeeting for some demos, if need be.  Once we have a time scheduled, I'll send out call details and a request for agenda items.

Thanks,

-Ty
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