Charter: Data Distribution Team (DDT)

March 26, 2002
1. Mission statement 

The Data Distribution Team will facilitate the use of forest inventory data by internal and external customers through the development of data dissemination formats and by fostering cooperation among application developers. 
2. Scope

The DDT will establish common data distribution formats for:

1) Forest inventory data

2) The RPA Summary Database

3) Timber products output data

4) Landowner data

5) Remotely sensed data

6) GIS layers

The DDT will act as a clearinghouse for information on existing data distribution applications and applications that are currently under development.

3. Duration of work items 

The DDT will disband on October 1, 2004.

4. Deliverables to be produced 

1) Publication of revised FIADB User’s Guide

2) Publication of Timber Product’s Output User’s Guide 

3) Publication of Landowner’s User’s Guide

4) Publication of RPA Database User’s Guide

5) Data Distribution Team Web site that will list existing computer programs and programs under development that use FIA data.

5. Dependencies with other groups 

The DDT will require input from both the Development Team and the Analysis Band. 

The development Team is currently working to build the FIA National Information Management System (NIMS). Once NIMS is fully operational it will be expected to provide data to the application developers in the specified formats.

The Analysis Band will be needed to specify final products from FIA data (core tables, graphs, data formats for modeling programs such as FVS, etc.).

6. Meeting mechanisms & schedules 

1)
Most DDT work will occur between cooperating application developers

2) Monthly Team Teleconference calls

3) Postings on DDT Web site

4) Face-to-face meetings held in conjunction with Joint Band Meeting and IMC Band Meeting. 

