DDT conference call - January 8, 2004

Who was on the call? 

Ty Wilson, Pat Miles, Gary Brand, Jock Blackard, Ron Tymcio, Laurie Klevgard, Brian Pankey, Carl Bylin, Bryan Lanier

Any changes to the minutes of the last meeting?

No.  You can find the official minutes here. 

Are there any new issue session ideas for the Joint Band Meeting (JBM)?

Given that there is already a very broad "DDT Mission" session proposed, there were no additional JBM issue sessions suggested.  Assuming he is available, Gary has volunteered to take notes for the "DDT Mission" session that I will moderate.

Are the JBM issue sessions concurrent or plenary?

There was some discussion about the merits of having all of the issue sessions be plenary.  Carl has taken this feedback to Barb O'Connell.  Barb has responded that they will indeed be concurrent sessions.  You can read her response here.   Also, it was suggested that there be a single note taker of record for each issue session, not one from each individual band or team.

Who will be attending the JBM?

It sounded as though just about everyone on the call is planning to attend the JBM.  For those planning on attending, Carl reminded us that the registration deadline is January 23.

Do we need to schedule IMB cross-team time on the agenda during the cross-band sessions?

Carl pointed out that we already have scheduled some IMB meeting time on Friday morning.  You can see the latest agenda here. 

Any comments on the DDT mission statement from Pat's DDT charter information?  What are we supposed to be doing anyway?

There were no comments, just a few affirmations that it looked acceptable.  You can find the charter info at http://ncrs2.fs.fed.us/4801/fiadb/ddt/ddteam_charter.doc.  It was suggested that the JBM will be an opportunity to hash this out in greater detail, especially after the "DDT Mission" session.  For the Management Team perspective on the DDT, please check out this document.   I think it's important that we attempt to answer some of the questions posed here by the MT right up front so that when we start doing something, out of the countless cool things that we could do, we'll know that we're doing the right something.

Do we have a catalog of DDT applications that have been developed? 

Pat has developed a catalog at http://ncrs2.fs.fed.us/4801/fiadb/ddt/projects.htm.  If you have anything else to add to it, please send me the details, e.g.  Carl's PL/SQL code for creating 20 core tables, Karen's PNW Access DB, and Helen's TPO tabling application.

Will the DDT provide access to geospatial data, such as satellite imagery, vector layers, and maps?

Ron asked if it was within the scope of the DDT to provide access to geospatial data, e.g. some of data layers that the RSB is using in developing the forest biomass and forest cover type maps.  I brought the question to Chuck Liff and Dennis May.  Both suggested that the development of some sort of geospatial warehouse containing data developed by other agencies or units is beyond the scope of the DDT.  However, we should provide access to the data that we develop in-house, such as the forest biomass map (once it is approved for release, of course), likely though the NSDI's Geospatial One-Stop.

Any other comments?

It was suggested that Liz Lapoint be asked to join the DDT since she serves an important data distribution role through the FIA Spatial Data Services Center.  I will contact Liz.

When is the next teleconference?

If you have anything that you would like to add to the agenda for the next call, February 12th, 1:30 CDT, please let me know.  I'll send out a reminder along with the call details later.  

Thanks again for your participation!

